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Date Topic Lecturer 

PART I: Lifespan perspectives 
17.02.2026 1  Introduction: Age and aging: Tick-tock goes the clock 

 
 
What’s age got to do with it? Psycholinguistic perspectives of L2 learning across the lifespan 

Mason Wirtz, Simone Pfenninger, 
Cedric Essi 
 
Simone Pfenninger 

24.02.2026 2  Children’s acting companies and boy actors in the early modern theatre Isabel Karremann 
3.03.2026 3  The Timelessness of Black Age Cedric Essi 
10.03.2026 4  (Socio)pragmatic perspectives on age-related language use: Children and old people in Middle English 

romances 
Olga Timofeeva 

17.03.2026 5  Age-grading in sociolinguistics Daniel Schreier 
PART II: Young adulthood and midlife 

24.03.2026 6  Coming of age, aging, and dying in the context of queer love Nastacia Schmoll 
31.03.2026 7  Language learning in the wild: Sociolinguistic development in young adulthood and midlife Mason Wirtz 
14.04.2026 8  Hot Flash Lit: Women at Mid-Age and the (Peri-)Menopausal Novel Katharina Gerund 

PART III: Older adulthood 
21.04.2026 9  The representation of older adults in contemporary British TV comedy David Matley 
28.04.2026 10  Butterscotch, Dear? Age Performativity in the 2024 Drama Series Matlock Stella Castelli, Eva Zehentner 
5.05.2026 11  Language learning across retirement age Annika Rossmanith 
12.05.2026 12  TBD Audrey Ziehli 
19.05.2026 13  Understanding Old Age and Disability with Shakespeare Jifeng Huang 
26.05.2026 14  Final exam  


